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The data, charts and tables in this year’s edition of the Statistical Abstract for the Greater 
Waterville Area were prepared by Colby College student Chi Do ’18 in conjunction with the 
summer 2016 Public Policy Research Laboratory under the direction of Colby Professor of 
Economics Michael Donihue. 
 
The data in this Abstract are subject to revision and are updated periodically. 
 
Jason Beland ’18 and Martin Deutsch ’19 participated in earlier versions of this year’s 





































Groups	 City	Rome	 155	 1	 Rome	Belgrade	 160	 1	&	2	 Belgrade	Lakes	Belgrade	 160	 3	 Belgrade	Sidney	 170	 1	&	2	 Sidney	Vassalboro	 180	 1	 Vassalboro	Vassalboro	 180	 2	 S.	Vassalboro	Vassalboro	 180	 3	 E/N	Vassalboro	China	 200	 1	&	2	 China	China	 200	 3	 S.	China/Weeks	Mills	Albion	 205	 1	&	2	 Albion	Clinton	 210	 1	&	2	 Clinton	Benton	 220	 1	 Benton	Benton	 220	 2	 Benton	Falls	Winslow	 230.01	 1,	2,	3,	4	 Winslow	Winslow	 230.02	 1,	2,	3	 Winslow	Waterville	 241.01	 1,	2,	3,	4	 Waterville	Waterville	 241.02	 1,	2,	3,	4,	5	 Waterville	Waterville	 242	 1,	2,	3,	4,	5	 Waterville	Oakland	 250	 1,	2,	3,	4,	5	 Oakland	Fairfield	 9668	 1,	2,	3,	4,	5,	6	 Fairfield		
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Demographics		Summary		 1. Population		The	 population	 of	 the	 GWA	 in	 2014	 is	 61,585,	 which	 makes	 up	 about	 4.6%	 of	 the	 state’s	population.	The	most	populated	town	in	the	GWA	is	Waterville,	which	ranks	15th	in	population	in	the	state	of	Maine.	From	2010	to	2014,	the	population	in	the	Area	slightly	decreased	by	0.1%	due	to	the	population	decrease	 in	most	towns	except	 for	Sidney	and	Waterville.	This	corresponds	to	the	drop	in	population	in	both	Kennebec	County	(-0.1%)	and	Somerset	County	(-0.2%).			The	 male/female	 ratio	 in	 the	 GWA	 is	 relatively	 balanced	 with	 the	 female	 population	 having	 a	slightly	 higher	 percentage	 at	 51.3%.	 This	 ratio	 compares	 favorably	with	 the	 State	 and	 the	 two	counties’	data.	The	GWA	has	a	lower	percentage	of	the	elderly	population	(age	75	and	older)	than	the	State,	Kennebec	County,	or	Somerset	County	in	both	2010	(6.6%)	and	2014	(7.0%).	However,	the	two	biggest	 towns	 in	the	Area,	Waterville	and	Winslow,	have	a	relatively	high	percentage	of	old	people	compared	to	other	regions	(generally	above	8%).		 2. Housing		There	 are	more	 than	30,000	housing	units	 in	 the	GWA	 in	2014,	which	 increased	by	0.1%	 from	2010.	The	vacant	housing	units	percentage	 in	 the	Area	 is	 lower	 than	 the	 statewide	 rate	 (15.7%	compared	 to	 23.7%	 in	 2014).	 Among	 the	 occupied	 units,	 there’s	 significantly	 more	 owner-occupied	 housing	 (70.9%)	 compared	 to	 renter-occupied	 housing	 (29.1%)	 in	 2014.	 This	 ratio	 is	similar	to	the	breakdown	of	occupied	housing	units	of	the	State,	Kennebec	County,	and	Somerset	County.	 Most	 towns	 in	 the	 GWA	 share	 this	 same	 breakdown	 except	 for	 the	 city	 of	 Waterville,	where	there	is	more	renter-occupied	housing	(53.2%	in	2014)	than	owner-occupied	housing.	The	median	house	value	in	the	GWA	in	2014	is	$142,368,	which	is	nearly	18%	lower	than	the	State’s	median	house	value.		 3. Households		There	are	25,319	households	 in	 the	GWA	 in	2014,	which	 increased	by	0.1%	from	2010.	 In	both	2010	and	2014,	there	are	more	single	parent	households	in	the	Area	(9.8%	in	2014)	than	the	State	(8.5%)	and	Kennebec	County	(9.4%).	This	percentage	in	the	GWA	decreased	by	0.7%	from	2010	to	2014	with	Fairfield	being	the	town	that	has	the	highest	number	(14.1%).		The	median	household	income	of	the	Area	in	2014	is	$44,913,	which	is	about	8%	lower	than	that	of	the	State.	The	percentage	of	people	who	received	some	kinds	of	public	assistance	income	and/	or	benefit	of	the	GWA	is	also	generally	higher	than	the	State	and	Kennebec	County	in	both	2010	and	2014.					
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Race		The	 race	 breakdown	 of	 the	 GWA	 is	 given	 below.	 The	majority	 of	 the	 population	 in	 the	 Area	 is	White	(one	race)	(95.7%)	and	is	not	Hispanic	or	Latino	(98.9%).	Excluding	the	White	population,	the	highest	percentages	in	the	Area	are	Black	or	African	American	(one	race)	and	people	of	other	races	(including	people	of	two	or	more	races).			Table	4:	Racial	Diversity	in	the	Greater	Waterville	Area	in	2014		
Variable	 GWA	
Race	 		Total	Population	 61,585				White	alone	 95.7%				Black	or	African	American	alone	 1.2%				AIAN	alone1	 0.7%				Asian	alone	 0.8%				NHOPI	alone2	 0.1%				Other	 1.5%	
































	 Business	Operating	 Building	Supply	 Food	Store	 General	Merchandise	 Other	Retail	 Auto	Transportation	 Restaurant	&	Lodging	 Total	Fairfield	 -23.0%	 6.0%	 4.3%	 10.7%	 2.5%	 9.7%	 7.6%	 2.7%	Oakland	 -22.0%	 2.3%	 6.9%	 12.6%	 28.1%	 15.9%	 6.1%	 5.3%	Waterville	 -3.7%	 3.3%	 1.3%	 4.6%	 -1.4%	 9.2%	 1.0%	 3.6%	Winslow	 -2.8%	 7.4%	 1.9%	 12.5%	 3.1%	 17.6%	 4.8%	 7.6%	Rest	of	GWA	 -14.7%	 4.0%	 3.5%	 13.9%	 8.6%	 10.7%	 13.5%	 5.7%	




















Chart	 4:	Retail	 sales	of	different	store-type	groups	 in	 the	Greater	Waterville	Area	 from	2010	 to	2015		
	
Employment	

































State	of	Maine	 Kennebec	County	 Somerset	County	 Greater	Waterville	Area	
2007	 2010	 2015	 2007	 2010	 2015	 2007	 2010	 2015	 2007	 2010	 2015	
Civilian	Labor	Force	 700,470	 700,567	 679,756	 62,800	 63,493	 61,366	 24,890	 24,785	 23,453	 31,496	 31,219	 30,708	
Annualized	Growth	
Rate	 		 0.00%	 -0.60%	 		 0.37%	 -0.68%	 		 -0.14%	 -1.10%	 		 -0.29%	 -0.33%	
Employment	 667,780	 643,244	 649,855	 59,920	 58,642	 58,769	 23,170	 22,002	 21,913	 30,012	 28,691	 29,292	
Unemployment	 32,690	 57,324	 29,901	 2,880	 4,852	 2,597	 1,720	 2,782	 1,540	 1484	 2528	 1416	
Unemployment	Rate		 4.7%	 8.2%	 4.4%	 4.6%	 7.6%	 4.2%	 6.9%	 11.2%	 6.6%	 4.7%	 8.1%	 4.6%			 	
		
Waterville	 Fairfield	 Oakland	 Winslow	
2007	 2010	 2015	 2007	 2010	 2015	 2007	 2010	 2015	 2007	 2010	 2015	
Civilian	Labor	Force	 7,524	 7,042	 7,123	 3,503	 3,412	 3,268	 3,079	 3,518	 3,488	 4,060	 3,972	 3,856	
Employment	 7,116	 6,406	 6,755	 3,326	 3,104	 3,103	 2,946	 3,268	 3,344	 3,886	 3,674	 3,696	
Unemployment	 408	 636	 368	 177	 308	 165	 133	 250	 144	 174	 298	 160	
Unemployment	Rate	%	 5.4%	 9.0%	 5.2%	 5.1%	 9.0%	 5.0%	 4.3%	 7.1%	 4.1%	 4.3%	 7.5%	 4.1%							Source:	Maine	Department	of	Labor	(www.maine.gov/labor)			
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The	data	 for	employment	within	different	occupations	 in	 the	GWA	 is	displayed	below.	The	most	popular	occupation	 in	 the	Area	is	Management,	business,	science	and	arts	related	with	33.5%	of	the	civilian	employed	population.	The	next	two	highest	percentage	belong	respectively	to	Sales	and	office	occupations	and	Service	occupations.	Manual	labor	occupations	employ	less	people	in	the	Area	compared	to	other	occupations.		
Table	7:	Employment	by	Occupation	in	the	Greater	Waterville	Area	in	2014		




Education		 The	following	figures	give	a	‘snapshot’	of	the	educational	attainment	for	population	who	are	18	years	and	older.	For	both	2010	and	2014,	the	GWA	has	a	lower	percentage	of	people	who	attained	Bachelor’s	degree	or	higher	than	that	of	the	state	of	Maine	and	Kennebec	County.	The	majority	of	 the	population	who	are	above	18	years	old	here	graduated	high	school	or	had	some	college	 education	 or	 associate’s	 degrees,	 which	 is	 similar	 to	 the	 statewide	 distribution.	 From	 2010	 to	 2014,	 the	 GWA	experienced	a	slight	drop	of	0.5%	in	the	percentage	of	college	graduates	and	higher.	This	might	be	due	to	the	increase	of	3.7%	in	 the	number	of	people	who	had	some	college	education	but	no	degrees,	which	 indicates	 that	 there	has	been	a	 rise	 in	 the	college	dropout	rate	in	the	Area.			 It	is	important	to	notice	that	in	2010,	the	city	of	Waterville	had	a	lower	percentage	of	people	age	18	and	older	with	at	least	a	bachelor’s	degree	(17.9%)	than	the	state	of	Maine	(24.5%),	Kennebec	County	(22.1%),	and	the	GWA	(20.2%).	This	percentage	improved	in	2014,	which	makes	Waterville	higher	than	the	GWA	but	still	lower	than	the	state	and	county’s	number.	This	data	might	 appear	 unexpected	 to	 some	 people	 given	 the	 presence	 of	 Colby	 College,	 Thomas	 College,	 and	 the	 City’s	 hospitals	 in	Waterville.		
Table	8:	Educational	Attainment	of	Maine,	Kennebec	County,	Somerset	County,	and	the	Greater	Waterville	Area	in	2010	and	2014		
Education	Level	 Maine	 Kennebec	County	 Somerset	County	 GWA	






Education	Level	 Fairfield	 Oakland	 Waterville	 Winslow	


















































2010-2011	 3.2	 83.8	 3.0	 90.2	 4.1	 83.6	 -	 86.4	 7.5	 69.8	 -	 83.0	
2011-2012	 3.2	 85.4	 1.8	 90.7	 2.1	 89.1	 4.6	 84.7	 7.0	 72.1	 3.6	 85.0	
2012-2013	 2.6	 86.4	 -	 94.5	 2.4	 88.6	 3.6	 81.0	 4.8	 73.3	 3.5	 85.2	
2013-2014	 2.7	 86.5	 2.0	 87.5	 1.6	 89.7	 3.2	 86.7	 6.1	 74.7	 3.1	 84.6	
2014-2015	 2.1	 87.6	 -	 90.9	 2.1	 90.2	 -	 88.6	 5.2	 79.0	 -	 87.5	Source:	Maine	Department	of	Education	(www.maine.gov/doe)			
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Chart	 8:	 Graduation	 Rates	 of	 Maine	 and	 public	 high	 schools	 in	 the	 Greater	Waterville	Area	from	2010	to	2015		
		







State	of	Maine	 RSU	18	(Messalonskee	High	School)	 RSU	49	(Lawrence	High	School)	 Winslow	High	School	 Waterville	High	School	 Greater	Waterville	Area	
Graduation	Rates	











Chart	 10	 shows	 the	 percentage	 of	 students	 eligible	 for	 the	 Free	 and	Reduced-Fee	Lunch	Programs.	This	is	a	federally	funded	program	that	aims	at	providing	students	from	low-income	family	with	low-cost	(if	household	income	is	180%	of	the	federal	poverty	 level)	or	 free	 lunches	 (if	household	 income	 is	130%	of	 the	poverty	 level).	The	data	displays	that	most	schools	 in	the	Greater	Waterville	Area	experienced	an	increase	in	the	percentage	of	students	eligible	for	the	programs	over	the	last	5	years.	Among	the	schools,	RSU	49,	Waterville	Public	Schools	and	Vassalboro	Public	Schools	generally	have	the	eligibility	percentage	significantly	higher	than	that	of	the	state	of	Maine.	 This	 chart	 suggests	 that	 poverty	 in	 the	 Greater	 Waterville	 Area	 has	 a	tendency	to	worsen	over	time.				
Chart	10:	Eligibility	for	Free	and	Reduced-Fee	Lunch	Programs	of	Maine	and	public	high	schools	in	the	Greater	Waterville	Area	from	2010	to	2015		









Waterville	 Winslow	 Vassalboro	 Greater	Waterville	Area	
Eligibility	for	Free	and	Reduced-Fee	Lunch	Programs		






	Table	 10	 and	 Chart	 12	 show	 the	 crime	 rates	 for	 the	 United	 States,	 the	 state	 of	Maine,	 and	 regions	 related	 to	 the	 Greater	Waterville	area.	As	defined	by	 the	Maine	State	Police,	 the	crime	rates	used	 in	 this	abstract	 represents	 the	number	of	 Index	crimes	per	1,000	residents.	These	charts	display	that	the	crime	rates	in	Waterville	and	Fairfield	are	higher	than	the	nationwide	and	 state	 average.	 This	 data	 can	be	understood	 in	 details	 in	 the	 following	 table,	where	 it	 shows	 that	 larceny	 and	burglary	contribute	the	most	to	the	total	crime	rates	in	all	regions.		
Table	10:	Crime	rates	in	Maine,	Kennebec	County,	Somerset	County,	and	the	Greater	Waterville	Area	from	2009	to	2014		Crime	 State	of	Maine	 Kennebec	County	 Somerset	County	 	 	
2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 	 	Murder	 26	 24	 25	 24	 24	 22	 1	 1	 3	 1	 2	 2	 2	 1	 2	 1	 1	 0	 	 	Rape	 374	 389	 391	 368	 359	 356	 55	 51	 55	 56	 63	 51	 22	 19	 20	 26	 24	 15	 	 	Robbery	 398	 416	 370	 421	 335	 304	 28	 29	 37	 44	 36	 45	 8	 10	 5	 14	 4	 18	 	 	Aggravated	Assault	 742	 760	 843	 803	 943	 900	 58	 66	 103	 101	 76	 119	 20	 21	 24	 24	 27	 31	 	 	Burglary	 6,711	 7,343	 7,826	 7,429	 6,453	 5,009	 630	 812	 894	 830	 671	 470	 387	 411	 382	 406	 318	 293	 	 	Larceny	 23,900	 24,490	 24,826	 24,812	 23,006	 20,501	 1,433	 2,594	 2,830	 2,639	 2,539	 2,311	 841	 975	 1,075	 1,161	 1,064	 1,012	 	 	Motor	Vehicle	Theft	 1,018	 985	 1,074	 990	 902	 796	 83	 83	 113	 106	 98	 84	 46	 51	 70	 44	 68	 74	 	 	Arson	 143	 245	 260	 226	 140	 99	 22	 22	 22	 26	 9	 17	 13	 14	 5	 17	 6	 1	 	 	Total	Crime	 33,412	 34,652	 35,615	 35,073	 32,162	 27,987	 3,658	 3,658	 4,057	 3,803	 3,494	 3,099	 1,339	 1,502	 1,583	 1,693	 1,512	 1,444	 	 	
Rate	Per	
1000	pop.	 25.34	 26.09	 26.81	 26.39	 24.21	 25.02	 29.98	 29.98	 33.22	 31.17	 28.73	 25.59	 26.09	 29.35	 30.31	 32.52	 29.22	 27.96	 	 	Source:	Maine	Police	Department		
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Crime	
GWA	 Waterville	 Oakland	 Fairfield	 Winslow	
2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	Murder	 2	 2	 0	 1	 0	 1	 0	 1	 1	 0	 0	 0	 1	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	Rape	 23	 23	 28	 29	 17	 15	 15	 15	 3	 3	 6	 2	 0	 0	 2	 4	 3	 5	 3	 3	Robbery	 14	 12	 15	 17	 11	 9	 13	 11	 2	 1	 2	 2	 1	 2	 0	 3	 0	 0	 0	 0	Aggravated	Assault	 27	 29	 24	 47	 19	 18	 15	 24	 4	 0	 3	 6	 0	 5	 4	 2	 1	 3	 0	 6	Burglary	 205	 253	 222	 170	 85	 154	 105	 98	 24	 16	 33	 19	 49	 44	 49	 37	 23	 22	 24	 10	Larceny	 1,053	 1,055	 1,085	 921	 570	 589	 684	 578	 105	 123	 112	 103	 204	 212	 192	 161	 135	 108	 72	 51	Motor	Vehicle	Theft	 38	 34	 33	 37	 11	 15	 15	 14	 11	 6	 5	 5	 8	 5	 5	 8	 4	 7	 6	 4	Arson	 8	 5	 1	 6	 5	 3	 1	 4	 2	 0	 0	 1	 1	 1	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	 0	Total	Crime	 1,374	 1,413	 1,408	 1,228	 718	 804	 848	 745	 152	 149	 161	 138	 264	 270	 252	 215	 166	 145	 105	 74	
Rate	Per	














2009	 2010	 2011	 2012	 2013	 2014	
Crime	Rates	by	Region	
(per	1000	population)	
United	States	State	of	Maine	Kennebec	County	Somerset	County	
